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THE WEEKLY LETTER. 

Leaving Washington from the 
"Union Depot, where Garfield was 
shot, the place where he fell being 
marked by a gold atar let, into the 
floor, the tourist takes a cross- 
country railroad to Richmond by 
way of Fredericksburg. The train 
eases itself across about a mile of 
water called the Potoman, and di- 
rectly arrives in Alexandria, nnd 
runs through a dismal street. From 
what can be seen from the steam- 
car windows, Alexandria is a fail- 
en down, decayed town. It is said 
that portions of the  city  are very 
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No Use Talking 
— A BOUT HAKD TIMES, 

When One Dollar will Buy as much at Sol Davis' 
Big Store, as Two Dollars will Buy at other 

Stores. 
■. 

I havo literally plungsd theknife into my former low prises to Quicken sales 
and the result is seen in the increased number of customers at my store.     Do 

(you want to share in the Bargains now offered in Clothing,  Boots, and Shoes, 
Ladiee' and Gentlemen'a Furnishing Goods, Dry Goods, Underwear, etc.,—if so 

call at 

DAVIS' 
Big Store. 

.AUtf-D GET YOUR BA.R,GJ--A.I3SrS. 
We quote prices on a lew things: 

Suits for men from 4.00 up wort1 

Boys' Suits 75c 
Men's Overcoats 450 

worth 1.75 
were sold lor 8.50 

A ttood pnir of LiidlM Bhoeu for 1.00 
Ladies' Olonks and Dupes, this year's style?, at correspondingly  low 

prices as every tiling else. 

We especially invite those who have not dealt with >US. g%™*£% *j 
Our motto: Quick sales and short proflts.   Thanking jou wi past pp 

remain ___ _ 
"Yours Truly, 
SOL DAVI0, FyOiprietor. 

Green Bunk, IV, Va.  Jtin 4J 

Richmond cannot afford to make 
it a paying concern, and the result 
is that it is-the pride and orna- 
ment of the city, a^d* not much 
more. Last, but greatest, is Gut- 
ter's improved grounds outside the 

city, with its* nine miles of the fin- 
est road in the country, and other 

things   in  proportion.    The p-et-"Trot" II,. always   meant  business, 
tiest hedges ai d lawns border 
these roads, o}nd a visit to Rich- 
mond is not complete without a 
drive over this ..wonderful estate. 

The Soldiers' IJojne is of inter- 
est to Pocahontas people, as in that 
retreat  Joseplius  Ffr Snyder, one 

beautiful, -but it is certain that of the roost, brilliant attorneys who 

there-musfb*/ a grert *•*«*>£ rate', Jw»e ever- Rracjj \ ni this bar, 

ery in the midst. W 
The main point of interest on 

the route from Washington and 
Richmond is Fredericksburg where 
so much fightiug was had; where 
the "Song of the Rappahannock" 
was sung by the minie-balls and 
shells. One lino of that song was 
continually being repeated by the 
shefls as they came buzzing over 
the river, saying, 'Which - un, 

which-un, which-un —you!" 
Let us draw a veil over the mem- 

ory of the barren moorland and 
dank morass which lies between 
our two objective points and is 
called for politeness sake the coun- 
try. A native assured me that 
crows did fly across it. often, but 
none were to be noticed the day I 
passed over. A blind man in the 
smoking-car seemed to enjoy him- 
self, while the rest of the passen- 
gers only brightened up at the sta- 
tions. 

Richmond was reached at last. 
I sny "at last," for no matter if- a 

man is more used to driving about 
a mountainous country at the pal- 
tray rate of four or five miles an 
hour, a train seems often to fairly 
creep with him. This is hard to 

understand, but it is nevertheless 

WmFwn&GGSl'ci?y"m'* the two 
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GIVES YOU YOUR COUNTY PAPER. 

Advertise your "Wares and "Wants 
Our rates are always low enough 
to warrant your patronage,., 
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Our. Job Department has been renewed, and 
we guarantee satisfaction. Wedding invita- 
tions and all kinds of work done on short notice 

WE HAVE THE BEST PRINTING PLANT OUT 
SIDE A LARGE TOWN IN THE STATE. 

No w is the time, to Subscribe! 
■ 

We have a plan by which Farmers can get 

TOOL CHESTS FREE 
I OonUlnlaa; of (Int-claa* quality (guaranteed) •Terr tool—AIM. flaw* and Plan** Inolnded—neoextrr I 

to repair TerjlcU-*, uiu-lilne* or build i» biroM.   Tlimo two-cent alamo* and the name of till* paper 
| reaafre. for part.au I are.  I'ow.ll kYrtUlu-r A Chi-nilral Co., Ualtlnarr, Ufa. 

city  in   t 
Girginias; around which so many 
memories  cluster,  the Capitol of 
the Confederacy, the centre of civ- 
Wzation, is truly an 'historic spot,' 

as the young man called the square 
of   carpet   upon   which    his  fate 
stood when he was first introduced 
to her.    It is a beautiful city with 
an immense  business, and, is one 
of the first tobacco markets in the 

world.    About 100,000 people live 
at   that  postofiice,  and  they  fre- 
quently have a wedding and a fun- 
eral on the same day. 

The city is built on hills- that 
is a comfort. Hills out here are 
very much of a bore, but the eyes 

ache for something against which 
they may rest in East Virginia. 

The noble James River flows at 
the foot of the streets. Richmond 
is at the head of navigation. The 
river is so still that the moon af- 

fects it and draws up its waters 
and forms the tide. The thriving 
city right opposite ncross the river 
is Manchester. The oldest por- 
tion of the city is what is called, 
at a safe distance, "Rocketts," and 
to the faces of the inhabitants 
Fulton, nnd is situated ..,> II,., 
banks of the river. 

The capitol building in which'so 
much has been done for the weal 
or woe of the Southern people, is 
certainly an insigniflcant-looking 
state building, Beside it is situat- 
ed the oity hall,, erected at an ex- 
pense of a million and a half dol- 
lars. The new library building is 
very beautiful, with a lot of pic- 
tures of the great men of Virginia. 

Nobody is in the city Jong be. 
fore he hears a lot of a man who 
is never tired of spending money 
on improvements, and who bag 
done more for Richmond, in a ma- 
terial sense, than any man living 

there. Yet the middle-aged peo- 
ple of the town can remember 
when this millionaire pokl tobacco 
nnd cigars from a little stand, and 
when he was worth very little in 

money. The man referred to is 
Major Ginter, of cigarrette fame. 
For years the little sallow-faced 
children, puffing away at the vile 
cigarettes, have enriched Ginter, 
and Ginter has enriched the city 
by at least three notable improve- 
ments. His residence is a marvel 
of elegance and completeness; the 
Jefferson Hotel is one of the best 
hotels in the United States, and it 
is maintained  in such style that 

spnitlht? WistVeaieff ,iis ''fe. 
Major N. V. l&dolph, Presi- 

dent of the Board ^f Trustees, the 
man who has done most to bring 

this homo into existence, and who 
works now nsjfcnrd aSever to main- 

tain it, wan one of the famous 
eighteen men of Mosby's men who 
swore they would never surrender. 

The object in view in establish- 
ing this retreat was to save from 
the alms-houses and -the disgrace 
of pauperism those Confederate 
veterans who had done good ser- 
vice for the cause. Over two hun- 
dred men are fed, lodged, and 
clothed oath year. The camp is 
conducted in semi-military order. 
We are sorry to sny that the battle- 
scared veterans seem very ungrate- 
ful for the beuefits bestowed upon 
them. To care for such a cantan- 

kerous set of old men makes the 
charity seem all the moio beauti- 
ful. 

A word concerning tlio street- 
cars may be in place. Richmond 

has electric eta from "wny-back." 
There are yet a few mnlc-cars in 
tjie city, and we were ;glad to see 
that the stock lookod sleek and fat. 
While in the city we had n practi- 
cal illustration of the utility of the 

"deadly trolley 

Broad Street the car was brought 
to a sudden stop by striking a 

horse which was hitched to a cart. 
The horse was deposited, legs up, 
before the platform nnd no injury 

was done him, tho the shafts of the 
cart were broken and the ham 
stripped off. 

Unconsciously   we have brou 
our tale to a sufficient length, a 
we will will have to close   this 
tempted sketch of the city of Ri 

mond in   its state  of  ineompl 

L'jmJba ixouLut the 
av^tW."  Biding down 

SB 

BIOORAPHIC NOTES. 

Fifty years ago one of the most 
active public men- in lower Poca- 
hont is was David Little Ruckman, 
Constable of the Levels District. 

He was tall and wiry in person, 
quick and nervous in his move- 
ments, and usually rode in a rapid 

and when he went to collect a debt 

the money or property had to be 
in evidence. Were au arrest to be 
made, he nearly always found the 

person that was wanted. His home 
was in the cove near Marvjri to the 
right of the road passing to Mill 
Point, and i6 now occupied by Col 

John W. Ruckman and son, Math- 
ews. His ancestry is traceable, 

according to Colonel John W. 
Ruckman s recollection, to David 
Ruckman, an Englishman, why 
settled in New Jersey. His son, 

David, born in New Jersey, and 
married to a Miss Little, came to 
Math County, and was one of the 
first settlers in the Baftk Valley of 
Back Creek, on a farm now in the 

possession of William P. Campbell. 
David Ruekman.ifte settler, be- 

gan in the unbroken forest and 
built up a home. He died there, 
and was buried near the public 
road on a beautiful knoll. 

It was here that David L. Ruck- 
man was born and reared. He had 
three brothers who lived to be 

grown. Samuel Ruekinan, of Mill 
Gaj), Highland County, whose son 
Colonel David V. Ruckman is 
widely known in our county. John 
Ruckman went to Ohio. James 
Ruckman; another brother, settled 
in Illinois. 

D. L. Ruckman also had these 
sisters: Fannie married John 

Gurn. She was tiie mother of Mrs 
Samuel Harper, on Knnpp's creek, 
nnd Mrs Martha Ginger, whose 

son, George W. Ginger, now re- 
sides in HunterBville.    Mr Ginger, 

her husband, was killed durin*: the 
war.    Mnry  Ann   Rttckmrm  went 
with her   brother John" to Ohio. 

David   L. Ruekinan came to Po- 
enhontas   in  18)12,   and located at 
the place already pointed out.   He 

married  Priscilla   Wade,  daugher 
of Otho Wade, of now  Highlaad. 
She was n'vejv snnerinr rir>T*wt) 
itled.   Among the tens of thou- 

10 have used this   lemedy 

ness. 

TOM WATSON sums up Bryal 
"first battle" with the words "FJ 
ed, fought, and fizzled,"* nnd tt. 
the whole story.—The Inter-Oeer] 
Chicago. 

THE Jonah story is too good 
be   discredited.    The  Democrat 
Party has gotten rid of the biggt 
Jonah it has had since its   found 
tion.—The  Constitution,   Atlanl 

THE African Methodist Episc 
pal Church will provide the Bil 
upon which President McKinl 
will be sworn into office; but d: 
pointed office a few months henl 
will need no Bible to swear on.f 
The Age (Afro-American), Ni 
York.. 

nils w 
r lbe grip, we have yet to learn of 
single case having resulted in 
icuinoniii, which shows conclusive 
that this remedy is a certain pre- 
ntive for that dread disease. It 
II effect a permanent cure in less 
ne than any other treatment. The 
and 50cent sizes lor sale by  all 
ggists. Iru 
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MB WARD L. SMITH, ot'Fredric- 
iwu, Mo„ was troubled withchron- 
diarrhoea for over  thirty  yearn. 
e had become fully satisfied' that 
was only a question of a  short 

me ntttfl be would have to give up. 
e bad been treated by some ol the 

best pbyscians of Europe and Ain- 
irici. bnt got no  ptrmauent  relief. 
me day he picked up a paper and 
lanced to see an advertisement of 

Ihaniberlain's Colic,  Cholera  nnd 
)ian hoea Remedy.    He got n hot- *l 
Ie of it, the first done  he ped  him n 

land Its continued   use cured  him. 
druggists 
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THERE is a popular notion tl 
money can save a man from 
penalty of his crime. But th 
was a man hanged in Missouri the 
other day for murder nnd he was a 
millionaire, His money could not 
save him. All honor to Misuouri. 
—The Republican Springfield. 

HUMAN happiness has no per- 
fect security hut freedom; freedom 
none but virtue; virtue none but 
knowledge; and neither freedom, 
virtue, nor knowledge hag any 
vigor qr immortal hope except in 
the principles of the christnin 
faith and in the sanctions of the 
Christian religion.—Josiah Quiney 

a a B**J*I 

My Dally Life. 

What is the meaning of my daily life. 
Its drudgery, its endless petty strife. 
Oh, deadly certainty of common things 
Oh, hours with heavy, lagging   wings ! 

Do Thou, oh Carpeuter of Uallilee, 
Teach me Thy secret; let me learn of 

Thee; 
Rend visions of thoso days when Thou 

didst share       ■« 
The lot of workingman, his trials bear. 

heavenly  I with 

Help ino to feel that Thou   doet work 
with me, 

In earthly tasks,  in 
Thee; 

And yet, dear Lord,, with thee is always 
heaven— 

I seo my common lot hath blessed leav- 
en.-Interior. '■' 

e, 
d 

near Marvin. He was born in 
Highland, 1824, and was eight 
years old when the family moved 
to this county. He married Miss 

Margaret Ann Moore, daughter of 
William and Christina (Dodde) 
Moore, near Edray. Mr Moore was 
a son of the distinguished pioneer 
hunter and scout Moses Moore. 

Colonel J. W. Ruckmnn's son, 
MnthewB, married Miss Margaret 
Hogsett, only daughter of Josiah 
T. Hogsett, Esq., and father and 
son dwell under the same prosper- 
ous nnd happy roof. 

Many years since Colonel Ruck- 
man lost his hearing. Lately one 
of his eyes was seriously affected. 
Before he wns overtaken by these 
afflictions none seemed to have 
better prospects for wealth and ad- 
vancement and social prominence. 

James Watts Ruckman, wns an- 
other member of Dnvid L. Ruck- 
mnn's family. He first married 
Miss Caroline Bruffey, daughter of 
Patrick Bruffey, Esq., near Green 

Bank, By this marriage there WAS 
one son, William, Wallace Ruck- 
niiiii, who now resides near Mill 
Point; his  wife was Miss Lizzie 

Patton. James W. Ruekman's 
second wife was Miss Caroline Ar- 
bogast, from near Green Bank. 
Her sons were Renick and Otho 
Ruckman. Otho lives near Buffa- 
lo Mountain, beyond Green Bank, 
and-is well known as an indus- 
trious citizen and a good singer. 

Her diu'hter, Nancy Priscilla 
Ruckman, is now Mrs Winfield 
Slaven, near Mill Point. Her son 
Orin is a skillful printer. 

In the war between the States 
Jj&mes W. Ruckman espoused the 
Confederate cause, and belonged 

to Captain William L. McNeel's 
company. While on a scout nenr 
Edray, early in 1804,- he was cap- 
tured nnd sent to Fort Delaware. 
Thence he was sent to Richmond 
for exchange, and died before leav- 
ing the city. 

Otho Wade Ruckman, another 
son of David L. Ruckman, first 
married a Miss McClung, of Nich- 
olas County. Her daughter be- 
came the second wife of Levi 
Waugh, near Edray, and she is 

survived by three children, two 
daughters and a son, G rover 
Waugh. 

Otho W. Ruekman's second wife 

was Miss Mnry Frances Twyman, 
near Edray. whose father perished 
in the "Twyman Flood." She is a 
descendant of Alexander Wnddell. 

the pioneer, a great-granddaughter 
by her mother's side, the late wid- 

ow cf Thomas Nicholas, on the 
Indian Draft. 

Clarissa Ruck-man, eldest daugh- 
ter of David L. Ruckman, married 
Peter Overholt, nnd is now dead. 

Mary Ruckman, another daugh- 
ter, married Jacob, Cackley, whom 

she survives, and she resides on 
Stamping Creek, with nor nephew 
Wallace. f    " 

Catherine Ruckman married Pe- 
ter McNeel. She is dead, but is 

survived by her daughter, Mrs J. 
S. Moore, uear Marvin. 

David RoelMnan, Jr., ♦Jwyo«nS- 
est of D. L. Ruekman's sons, was a 
faithful   Confederate soldier.    He 
first belonged to  Captain  Smith's 

command, in  Greenbrier  County. 
For a good while his company was 
assigned to General Loring's body- 
guard.    Finally it was attached to 
a cavalry battallion and ordered,' to 

Tennessee. He was mortally wound- 
ed   near   Morristown,   Tennessee, 
and died in a few days  thereafter. 

Thus closes the narrative for the 
present.    Characters .have-passed 
under   our   notice  that illustrate 
what may be achieved by   persons 
wbo diligently make nse of their 
opportunities.   These people were 
patriotic, industrious, and endow- 
ed with good minds, and have left 
their impress upon their commun- 
ity that  makes for  good  morals, 
conservative citizenship, and intel- 
lectual improvement.    We believe 

the few that survive will  see  to it 
that the Ruckman  reputation will 
lose nothing by them.      w. T. p. 

Willingness  to Serve. 

"A simple willingneees to serve 
the Master." It was a petition in 
a good and wise man's prayer, 
which falling on the ear of the 
writer, has long dwelt in her mem- 
ory. 

In this busy, hurrying age when 
so many are working at fever-heat 
in the Church, as well as out of it, 
when our books and papers, the 
sermons we hear, even intercourse 
with friends, all seem to stimulate 
to yet greater activity, that prayer 
for simple willingness falls like a 
balm upon the overwrought. There 
are some of us—not a few—whose 
hands are not idle, but who chafe 
and fret against the bounds of our 
appointed place, and look longing- 
ly towards what we deem nooler, 
larger work. Do not the words 
"mission," "a higher sphere of ac- 
tivity" so *-much in everyone's 
mouth nowadays, too often steal 
between us and a simple willing- 
ness?    We are too prone— 

"The daily task forgetting," 

to look too eagerly beyond to some 
great work w*j should love to do 
for the Master, while we count as 
"common'and unclean" what He 
himself has laid before our hands. 
We pant to serve Him amidst the 
throng, He calls us to the desert 
place. 
. "Do not pray for strength to 
bear the tortures of the Inquisi- 
tion," said Spurgeon, "when what 
you need may be strength to darn 
the family hose." 

We may fondly think, (nnd de- 
ceive ourselves), how grandly we 
might serve the Master in such 
nnd such a place. 'If I were free 
from care," sighs one; "If I had 
only my In a'th," moans another; 
"If the Lord would but lift this 
cross," wails a third. Yet how we 
forget that what we need for ser- 
vice, anywhere is simple willing- 
ness to "do the next thing," what- 
ever or whenever it may be. 

A simple willingness to serve 
the Lord Christ in the bypaths as 
well as upon the highway! How 
would the Church, aye the world, 
grow in grace if the servantsof the 
Lord more frequently nnd sincere- 
ly lifted and practised this beauti- 
ful petition, 

"More careful not to serve Thee much, 
But to please Thee perfectly." 

—Lur» Randolph Fleming, in 
The Central Presbyterian. 

A Lesson for America. 

Pearls of Thought. 

To live always as in the pres- 
ence of God is to have the highest 
blessing and the greatest power 
possible to the believer. 

He who believes nothing achieves 
nothing, 

He who serves willingly serves 
gracefully. 

Nothing pays smaller dividends 
in spiritual results than making a 
specialty of discovering the short- 
comings of others. 

Experience alone is unconquer- 
able conviction. 

Social or public prayer is like 
dwelling in the outer court; secret 
prayer like entering the inner tem- 
ple. None enters the inner tern-* 
pie who is not found in the outer 
codrt. Every want, every grief, 
every anxiety, every temptation, 
every friend, and every foe should 
be objects of prayer. " But prayer 
for spiritual blessings for ourselves 
and others is the essence of prayer. 
And spiritual blessings consist 
chiefly in the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Nothing is given us but 
by the Holy Spirit. He is the 
messenger. He takes of the things 
of Christ and gives them to us.— 
Mary Lyon. 

—■ a a,         — 

OEOGHAPHIC. 

"WH.LIAM," .said the teacher, 
"can you tell me anything about 
the shape of the earth?" 

"Only what my father found out 
in the newspaper," 

"What is that?" . 
"He says it's In a mighty bad 

shape at present.—The 8tar, Wash- 
ington,   

The present condition of Spain, 
which unable to .-mpress the insur- 
rection in Cuba in spite of the most 
heroic sacrifices, chiefly because 
the nation has reached the end of 
its material resources, should be an 
admonition to the United States 
in one important respect. Among 
the many causes that have opera- 
ted to to bring about the decline of 
Spain's power and wealth, one of 
the chief causes is the wauton de- 
struction of forests. 

Elisee It^clus, an accepted au- 
thority on the changes which are 
going on n non the earth's surface, 
shows that the Caatiles, as well ns 
nearly the whole of plateau region 
of Spain, once supported a dense 
population. On the Tagus and 
Guadiana were, not many genera- 
tions ago, large towns which have 
shrunk, into small villages. The Ta- 
gus was once navigable to Toledo, 
but is" so no longer; indeed, its bed 
is often hare, while its floods uie 
terribly destructive. 

Whole cities in Estrcmattara 
have disappeared, and their sites 
are covered with furze aud broom, 
if not with drifting sand. A great 
part of New Castile is a desert, and 
vast tracts of shifting sand extend 
along the northern foot of the Sier- 
ra de Gundarrutna. 

"The decrease of population," 
says Ueclu8,'»wns unfortunately at- 
tended by a return toward barba- 
nsni. lu the province ofBalamnn 
ca, once famous for its industry and 
its culture, are now to be found the 
"barbarious iiatuecas," who are 
charged with not being able to dis- 
tinguish the seasons. Their women 
till the arid and rocky soil, which 
yields hut a wretched harvest. 

Decline is characteristic to the 
whole country exoept the provinceof 
Catalonia, whose people are of a 
different race. Catalouia practical- 
ly supports trie rest of Spain. Here 
the population increases, with in- 
dustry nnd weath, largely thro the 
care of the earth and forests, which 
the Castilians have contemptuously 
neglected. 

Spain, by allowing its soil to lapse 
into a desert, has wasted the re- 
sources which might to dny, if they 
had deen cherished, be supporting 
with success the great and final test 
which the nation Is undergoing. 
The Hon. Klizur Wright did not 
spreak without historical justifica- 
tion when he said "The nation 
which neglects its forests is surely 
de.-tiued to ruin. If the trees go, 
men must decay."—The Youth's 
Companion. 

IF the Greeks bearing gifts wero 
to be feared, as the old adage said 
they were, what is to lie said when 
they bear the latest improved re- 
peating   rifles. - The   Chronicle, 

i 


